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40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–00 Edition)§ 141.1

Subpart A—General
§ 141.1 Applicability.

This part establishes primary drink-
ing water regulations pursuant to sec-
tion 1412 of the Public Health Service
Act, as amended by the Safe Drinking
Water Act (Pub. L. 93–523); and related
regulations applicable to public water
systems.

§ 141.2 Definitions.
As used in this part, the term:
Act means the Public Health Service

Act, as amended by the Safe Drinking
Water Act, Public Law 93–523.

Action level, is the concentration of
lead or copper in water specified in
§ 141.80(c) which determines, in some
cases, the treatment requirements con-
tained in subpart I of this part that a
water system is required to complete.

Best available technology or BAT
means the best technology, treatment
techniques, or other means which the
Administrator finds, after examination
for efficacy under field conditions and
not solely under laboratory conditions,
are available (taking cost into consid-
eration). For the purposes of setting
MCLs for synthetic organic chemicals,
any BAT must be at least as effective
as granular activated carbon.

Coagulation means a process using co-
agulant chemicals and mixing by which
colloidal and suspended materials are
destabilized and agglomerated into
flocs.

Community water system means a pub-
lic water system which serves at least
15 service connections used by year-
round residents or regularly serves at
least 25 year-round residents.

Compliance cycle means the nine-year
calendar year cycle during which pub-
lic water systems must monitor. Each
compliance cycle consists of three
three-year compliance periods. The
first calendar year cycle begins Janu-
ary 1, 1993 and ends December 31, 2001;
the second begins January 1, 2002 and
ends December 31, 2010; the third begins
January 1, 2011 and ends December 31,
2019.

Compliance period means a three-year
calendar year period within a compli-
ance cycle. Each compliance cycle has
three three-year compliance periods.
Within the first compliance cycle, the

first compliance period runs from Jan-
uary 1, 1993 to December 31, 1995; the
second from January 1, 1996 to Decem-
ber 31, 1998; the third from January 1,
1999 to December 31, 2001.

Comprehensive performance evaluation
(CPE) is a thorough review and anal-
ysis of a treatment plant’s perform-
ance-based capabilities and associated
administrative, operation and mainte-
nance practices. It is conducted to
identify factors that may be adversely
impacting a plant’s capability to
achieve compliance and emphasizes ap-
proaches that can be implemented
without significant capital improve-
ments. For purposes of compliance
with subpart P of this part, the com-
prehensive performance evaluation
must consist of at least the following
components: Assessment of plant per-
formance; evaluation of major unit
processes; identification and
prioritization of performance limiting
factors; assessment of the applicability
of comprehensive technical assistance;
and preparation of a CPE report.

Confluent growth means a continuous
bacterial growth covering the entire
filtration area of a membrane filter, or
a portion thereof, in which bacterial
colonies are not discrete.

Contaminant means any physical,
chemical, biological, or radiological
substance or matter in water.

Conventional filtration treatment
means a series of processes including
coagulation, flocculation, sedimenta-
tion, and filtration resulting in sub-
stantial particulate removal.

Corrosion inhibitor means a substance
capable of reducing the corrosivity of
water toward metal plumbing mate-
rials, especially lead and copper, by
forming a protective film on the inte-
rior surface of those materials.

CT or CTcalc is the product of ‘‘resid-
ual disinfectant concentration’’ (C) in
mg/1 determined before or at the first
customer, and the corresponding ‘‘dis-
infectant contact time’’ (T) in minutes,
i.e., ‘‘C’’ x ‘‘T’’. If a public water sys-
tem applies disinfectants at more than
one point prior to the first customer, it
must determine the CT of each dis-
infectant sequence before or at the
first customer to determine the total
percent inactivation or ‘‘total inac-
tivation ratio.’’ In determining the
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